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WMU men’s basketball was celebrated for athletic and coaching
successes this spring. The team clinched their Mid-American
Conference Tournament championship. Head coach Steve Hawkins
was named the MAC Coach of the Year. And the squad advanced
to the NCAA Tournament, ultimately falling to Syracuse University,
77 to 53. In this jubilant picture, an airborne Tucker Haymond
and Taylor Perry celebrate a key win on the team’s road to the
MAC regular season championship.
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University News

Dear Friends,
Universities exist to advance individuals, and society as a whole, in ways
that are meaningful and far-reaching. Whether in the arts or sciences, every
discipline at Western Michigan University enhances the human condition
to improve our world.

Campus to go tobacco free this fall
The Western Michigan University Board of Trustees has approved a
measure to make WMU a tobacco-free campus, effective Sept. 1.

Consider the Brain Research and
Interdisciplinary Neurosciences Lab,
featured on the cover of your WMU
Magazine.
The BRAIN Lab’s researchers, who hail
from various disciplines, investigate
and develop therapies for brain-related
disorders and conditions.
Also, read about the WMU education
experts who are using a “mixed-reality”
teaching lab to help prepare emergent
K-12 teachers for the critical task of
educating our nation’s youth.
In those and all of our endeavors to positively impact the world, we are
fortunate to have strong partners. I’d like to share recent and amazing
examples related to our medical school, which is set to open this fall.
In March, we formally identified the new school as the Western Michigan
University Homer Stryker M.D. School of Medicine, honoring the
alumnus who founded Stryker Corp. and whose name is synonymous with
medical innovation.
We were gratified to reveal, for the first time, that the $100 million gift
establishing the school was that of Dr. Stryker’s granddaughter Ronda
Stryker and her husband, William Johnston, a member of the WMU
Board of Trustees.
Since making that stunning foundational gift, they have added to it, and
Stryker Corp. also has made a separate significant gift of support.
Meanwhile, renovations on the medical school building on the
W.E. Upjohn Campus in downtown Kalamazoo will soon be
completed. The building was donated by MPI Research Chairman and
CEO William U. Parfet, great-grandson of Dr. W.E. Upjohn, a physician
who founded the Upjohn Co.
As I noted, we have strong partners. We are so grateful for their confidence
in this University and the advancements happening here daily. Read more
about these developments and other news on the pages that follow.
Best regards,

John M. Dunn
President
2
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Visit wmich.edu/tobaccofree for more information.
An early draft of the policy was
shared with trustees at their July
meeting and the board voted
unanimously in December to
approve the measure.
The policy applies to all members
of the campus community as
well as campus visitors, vendors,
contract employees and others. It
will be in effect on all Universityowned property, including at
regional locations. The sole
exception to the policy will
be that tobacco use will
be permitted within enclosed
personal vehicles.
Development of the policy
followed a year’s worth of work at
WMU that included study of best
practices at other institutions, an
in-depth survey of the opinions and
tobacco-use habits of the entire
WMU employee base and student
population, and formation of

campuswide working committees
to analyze the feasibility of such
a policy and begin planning for
implementation.
Leading up to the new policy
going into effect, the University will
work to inform and educate the
campus community and its regular
visitors about the new policy as
well as provide assistance for
faculty, staff and students who
choose to use the new policy as
impetus to curtail their tobacco
use. Additional resources will be
provided for smoking cessation
programs already in place on
campus.
The move means that WMU will
join about a quarter of all American
colleges and universities that are
already smoke free or tobacco
free. In Michigan, 25 colleges and
universities are among that group.

Literary press honored with award,
$10,000 grant, author recognition
WMU’s literary press, New Issues,
has three recent achievements
to its credit—an award, a major
grant and recognition for one of its
authors.
The literary press is celebrating
its anthology, “Poetry in Michigan/
Michigan in Poetry,” being named
a 2014 Michigan Notable Book,
receiving a $10,000 grant from the
National Endowment for the Arts
and a chancellorship for author
Khaled Mattawa.

The Michigan Notable Book Award
is given to the top 20 Michiganrelated books each year, as decided
by a committee of booksellers,
librarians and reviewers through the
Library of Michigan.
On April 19, New Issues will be
formally recognized at a “Night for
Notables” event in Lansing. The
Michigan Notable Book program
will coordinate a series of 50
readings and author visits across
the state through this year.

National group: WMU efforts for former foster youth make critical difference
WMU’s efforts to serve and
understand the higher education
needs of former foster care youth
have been singled out for national
recognition by a leading social
policy organization.

The Arbor Day Foundation
announced in January that it
has named the University a Tree
Campus for the sixth consecutive
time, in recognition of WMU’s
commitment to effective
community forestry management.

The Center for the Study of Social
Policy—CSSP—named WMU’s
Center for Fostering Success as
one of 15 programs around the
nation that are making a critical
difference in the lives of foster
care youth.
The 15 programs were selected
from among more than 130
nominees, and they were
chosen after a rigorous review
that included a detailed written
application, extensive site visits
and interviews with youth,
families and staff.

WMU earns sixth Tree
Campus designation,
finds rare tree species

“Being recertified as a Tree
Campus for 2013 recognizes
the hard work and dedication
of our landscape services staff
and so many others across the
University,” says Darrell Junkins,
WMU grounds supervisor in
landscape services.

Seita Scholars

WMU’s Center for Fostering Success includes:
• The acclaimed Seita Scholars program that was founded in 2008 and offers college access and
support for some 160 students from foster care annually;
• Fostering Success Michigan, a statewide network that is dedicated to making connections with
people who are working to improve educational and career outcomes for Michigan’s students from
foster care between the ages of 12 and 25;

Tree Campus USA is a national
program launched in 2008 and
supported by a grant from Toyota
Motor North America. It honors
colleges and universities and their
leaders for promoting healthy
trees as well as engaging their
students and employees in the
spirit of conservation.

• A research and evaluation component charged with understanding the challenges and solutions
related to foster youth and higher education.
The entire center, according to the CSSP announcement in January, was recognized for its
commitment to “building qualities that help youth—particularly those in the child welfare system—
mitigate or eliminate risk and promote healthy development and well-being.”

The book was coedited by
Dr. William Olsen, a WMU professor
of English, and Dr. Jack Ridl,
professor emeritus of English at
Hope College.

“Poetry in Michigan/Michigan in
Poetry” features the work of 90
Michigan poets, including a former
U.S. Poet Laureate, and 48 works
of art by Michigan artists.

Poems by both Olsen and Ridl are
included in the anthology, along
with works by Philip Levine, the
former U.S. Poet Laureate, Jim
Harrison, author of “Legends of the
Fall,” and Thomas Lynch, whose
books of essays inspired the
television show “Six Feet Under.”

With the $10,000 NEA grant,
WMU has earned the distinction
of housing one of only four
university-affiliated presses to
earn an NEA grant this year for
literature and one of only two
publishing poetry.
In addition, New Issues author
Mattawa was elected chancellor
of the Academy of American
Poets, an honorary position that
has been held by some of the
most distinguished poets in the
United States.

Notably, WMU’s deeply rooted
emphasis on environmental
stewardship is helping to preserve
a population of dwarf hackberry
trees that was only recently
discovered. Rarely found as
far north as Michigan, dwarf
hackberrys are listed as a species
of special concern in the state and
also are protected under Canada’s
Species at Risk Act.
The dwarf hackberrys found
on campus were discovered by
Dr. Todd J. Barkman, professor
of biological sciences, and his
fall 2011 and 2013 Systematic
Botany classes.

Continued on page 4
News
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WMU School of Medicine named for medical device pioneer
The Western Michigan University School of Medicine will be named in honor of Dr. Homer
Stryker, the Kalamazoo orthopedic surgeon and medical device innovator who founded the
Stryker Corp.
Thanks to the generosity of Ronda E. Stryker, granddaughter of Homer Stryker, and
her husband, William D. Johnston, a WMU trustee, the first class of medical students
will be welcomed this fall to the Western Michigan University Homer Stryker M.D. School
of Medicine.
This new private medical school is a collaboration involving WMU and Kalamazoo’s two
teaching hospitals, Borgess Health and Bronson Healthcare.
The school will be housed at the W.E. Upjohn M.D. Campus in downtown Kalamazoo.

The inaugural class of students begin medical school this fall.
Stryker and Johnston are the donors who made a founding anonymous gift in excess of
$100 million to the University three years ago to launch the medical school initiative in
Kalamazoo.
Ronda Stryker says she feels strongly that this is the right time for the medical school to be
launched, and she knows her grandfather would be thrilled that the opportunity for medical
education is being enhanced in his community.
“My grandfather always focused on patient outcomes,” Stryker says. “His innovation work
and research was never about himself but always about the patient, better health care
outcomes and better equipment for doctors. I am certain he would be thrilled to know that
medical education and research
are taking place in Kalamazoo.

Dr. Homer Stryker, who died in 1980, earned a teaching
certificate from WMU in 1916, taught briefly and then
served in the infantry in France during World War I.
After his military service, he earned a medical degree
from the University of Michigan and later completed a
residency in orthopedic surgery at U of M. While still a
medical student, he began developing devices to better
meet patient needs.
Among Dr. Stryker’s many patents and most famous
innovations were a turning frame to prevent bedsores
in bedridden patients and an oscillating saw to remove
casts. He began selling his inventions in 1941.
The medical technology company he founded in Kalamazoo
has grown into a Fortune 500 company with $9 billion in
annual sales and more than 25,000 employees globally.
Earlier this year, Fortune magazine named Stryker
Corp. one of the “World’s Most Admired Companies”
for the 13th consecutive year.

“While he wouldn’t care that
the school was named after
him, it is without doubt a fitting
and lasting recognition to
his contribution to medicine,
medical research, innovative
products and service to
patient healthcare outcomes.
We are thrilled to be strong
foundational partners in the
creation of this new innovative
school of medicine.”
Johnston and Stryker are
longtime philanthropists with
deep roots in the Kalamazoo
community. Both are WMU
alumni and both have teaching
backgrounds.
WMU President Dunn at naming ceremony
Ronda Stryker has been a
member of the Board of
Directors of Stryker Corp. since 1984. She also is a trustee of Kalamazoo and Spellman
colleges and a longtime trustee of the Kalamazoo Community Foundation.

William Johnston is the chairman of Greenleaf Companies. In addition to his membership on
the WMU Board of Trustees, he is past chair of Southwest Michigan First, an area economic
development agency
“Ronda Stryker and Bill Johnston have given our city, state and nation a wonderful gift
that honors Homer Stryker in the most appropriate way possible,” says WMU President
John M. Dunn.

4

wmich.edu/magazine
News

“Their generosity is allowing our
community to create a medical
school that will enable generations
of young people to make their
own marks in the same arena he
helped revolutionize. The Western
Michigan University Homer
Stryker M.D. School of Medicine
is the ideal name for a school that
is being developed around the
principle of medical innovation that
serves the needs of patients.”
In addition to the couple’s personal
gifts, Dunn says, Stryker Corp.
also has made a significant commitment to WMU to support the medical
school that will bear its founder’s name.
Frank Sardone, Bronson Heathcare CEO

Two honored for distinguished service

This raw honey is a
sweet byproduct of
an apiary founded and
managed by WMU students.
They are researching bee colony
collapse disorder and the ecological
significance of honeybees. WMU senior Weston
Hillier and former student Nicholas Wikar, won
$11,000 in startup funding from the WMU Office
of Sustainability to create the apiary. The several
students involved in the research harvested and
sold honey and beeswax products to provide
additional funding for their project.

WMU’s Distinguished Service Award recognizes the careers
of faculty and staff members who exemplify exceptional
service to the University and to the larger community.

Miron:
• One of the 200
most influential
education scholars
in the United States

Dr. Alan Kehew
e

stinguished Se r v i c
Di

Professor of geosciences and former
Michigan Geological Survey director

Kehew joined the faculty in 1986 and has twice
served as chair of the Department of Geosciences.
For advancing understanding of Michigan’s glacial geology,
he was named Outstanding Geologist of the Year by the
state section of the American Institute of Professional
Geologists. Several of his nominators cited him for that
work as well as his environmental work. He also was
praised for distinguishing himself and elevating his
department through both service and research.

Dr. Toni Woolfork-Barnes
e

stinguished Se r v i c
Di

First-Year Experience director

Woolfork-Barnes joined the WMU staff in 1984
and previously served in administrative posts in
the Division of Multicultural Affairs and as a science
education research associate. She is known as a tireless
supporter of students who has shaped the First-Year
Experience into a student-centered, well-rounded and effective
program. FYE puts students on a firm foundation for academic
and social success while at WMU. Woolfork-Barnes has been
praised for an evident desire to help students excel.

Gary Miron,
WMU professor

• Listed in the
top 10 of the
most influential
researchers in
scholarship related
to government and
policy, according to
an annual ranking in
Education Week

• Listed at No. 55 on the 2014 Rick
Hess Straight Up Edu-Scholar Public
Influence ranking
• Ranked eighth nationally among the
top 10 researchers in scholarship related
to government and policy topics by Rick
Hess Straight Up Edu-Scholar Public
Influence ranking.

News
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Virtual
classroom
and pupils
test teachers
in training

I

t’s easy to appreciate why student teachers
have described Western Michigan University’s
TeachLIVE Lab as intimidating or “like being put
under a microscope.”
Under the evaluating eyes of professors and often
peers, WMU special education teachers in training enter
this virtual classroom faced with teaching five student
avatars who each has his or her own personality,
learning style and moods.
The middle and high schoolers before them are
computer-generated images, but there’s a live person
portraying them.
And there’s no script.
The nascent educators present a lesson, not knowing
what their “pupils” will say, whether they will grasp
concepts, misbehave, refuse to engage or eagerly learn.
Continued on page 8
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TeachLIVE Lab

77

Continued from page 6

Just as in real life, it’s their job to
help each student learn despite the
circumstances.

Polishing their craft
TeachLIVE “really helps them build
their tower of skills,” says Dr. Elizabeth
Whitten, a professor of special education
and literacy studies who established
WMU’s lab with Dr. Dan Morgan, the
department’s chairman.
Other faculty members in the special
education program use TeachLIVE with
their students as well.
The simulated setting does not replace
student teaching in real K-12 classrooms.
It’s used in tandem with those
experiences so that students practice
and polish their skills.
“It’s just another new technique that
is going to become fairly common,”
Whitten says.
“Such simulations give teachers in
training the ability to experiment—and
make mistakes—without the worry of
doing harm to an actual child’s learning.
“We start with basic skills, such as: Can
you get their attention? Can you use
specific praise? Can you get them to all
listen to you? What kind of management
techniques do you have?”
TeachLIVE originated at the University
of Central Florida. WMU is one of 10
campuses across the country that is a
beta site for the trademarked program.
Via Skype, computer-generated images
of middle or high school student avatars
are projected on a screen at WMU and
a professional actor at UCF portrays the
avatars in real time.
All else about the experience is WMU
generated—the teachers in training
are taught WMU curriculum by WMU
professors.
Education professor Elizabeth
Whitten coaches WMU senior Anthony
Barnes in the practice of teaching
during a session with TeachLIVE.

8
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Coaching in action
Whitten says that “in-action coaching” is
one of the most valuable aspects of the
simulation.

For instance, avatar Ed likes sports-related
topics, but avoids answering questions in
class. Sean is eager to please, but tends
to go off-topic.

“I can say, ‘pause
classroom’ and say to the
(teacher in training), ‘Can
you think about what you
might do differently to
get C.J. to participate?’
and we can talk for a
few minutes.”

The ability to interact with each avatar
individually, give each a specific
assignment and present new content,
makes the “simulation very real life,”
says Lisa Valler, who is studying
special and elementary education.

—Dr. Elizabeth Whitten, education professor

And with each simulated class session,
which could be many days apart—the
avatars remember the teachers in training
and the prior lessons they taught.

C.J. is one of five avatars in the virtual
classroom.
WMU senior Phyllis Rupley describes
C.J. as someone who is “quick to tell you
you’re wrong” and may exhibit extreme
defiance.
Rupley and her peers know going into
the lab something about each avatar’s
personality, but not how the avatars will
respond in a given class session.

“I would often find myself forgetting
about my peers watching, or the fact
that the classroom was a simulation,”
Valler says.

It took a few classes, but Rupley
discovered that if she didn’t move around
the room, C.J. and Kevin would talk to
each other.
And by the third class meeting, she
realized that avatar Maria had a high IQ
but tuned out if she felt unchallenged.
“She wouldn’t even respond when I
would ask her basic-level questions. The

first time, I couldn’t engage her in my
lesson at all. I hadn’t fully grasped how
important it was to know your students.
“But I began asking her high-level thinking
questions and I got her to respond at
once,” she says.
Rupley found the simulation most helpful
for practicing strategies to address
misbehavior in the classroom.
Professors tell the actors at UCF—called
interactors—how the avatars should
behave, from a level one to level five.
“If I go to a level five, you get extreme
behavior, so extreme it’ll make you
sweat,” Whitten says.
Managing a classroom with potentially
dozens of students who have unique
learning needs and behavior is one
of the greatest challenges a beginning
teacher faces.
“If you don’t get the classroom
management techniques in place you’ll
never get to the problem solving, the
dialogue, the collaboration and the higherlevel thinking,” Whitten says.
Though students say the simulation can
be intimidating initially, the sessions

“TeachLIVE is an example
of our professors pulling
out all the stops for
us, giving us as much
teaching practice as we
can possibly get.”
—Anthony Barnes, student

aren’t intended to intimidate, but to get
them prepared for the challenges—and
rewards—of being teachers.
“There are many effective teaching
practices that we know our students need
to hit the ground running with. When they
start teaching, they need to be good at
these before they go into a classroom”
full-time, she says.

Biz college on
Princeton Review’s
'Best 295' The Princeton Review has

named the Haworth College of Business to its list of
"The Best 295 Business Schools" for 2014.
The Princeton Review selected the college of business
based on a high regard for its academic programs and
the company's review of institutional data. The company
also considered student opinions on an 80-question
survey examining such things as academics, student
body and campus life.

“The quality of our curriculum, which is informed by
industry experience, draws high-quality students to
our program year after year,” says Dr. Satish Deshpande,
the college's associate dean for operations and
graduate programs.

Tony Award-winning Broadway producer chose a WMU

theatre student’s original song as one of
the finalists in his songwriting contest.
Ken Davenport, known for his productions of “Kinky Boots,”
“Avenue Q,” “Godspell” and “Macbeth” chose the song “Scared
of Falling” by theatre student Kevin

J. Watson II for his

Davenport Songwriting Contest.
Just 10 songs were selected to compete for the
$500 cash prize and most were written by New York
composers.

“Scared of Falling” is from Watson’s
original musical, “Enough,” written
with fellow theatre student
Nathan Sabo.

Watson

In January, Watson performed “Scared of Falling” in New York City for a live
audience and celebrity judges.

With the responsibility of a child’s learning
in their hands, the stakes are high.
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It was Christmastime in the mid 1980s, and American Jeff
Barr was visiting a small farming community in Germany.
He knew few people and didn’t speak the language,
but Barr says he had an unforgettable experience one night that
kindled in him a feeling of unity with perfect strangers.
“It was two days before Christmas, singing Christmas carols
with a bunch of German townspeople—them in German, me
in English, as the bürgermeister led the way… The most
community I’ve ever felt, and I knew maybe two people out of
the approximately 75 that were there,” he says.
“It sure was a sense of community that transcended language,
and it was brought on by music.”
It may have felt like magic, but there is likely a neurochemical
explanation behind that sense of connection Barr felt, and that
many others also report experiencing, while creating or even
listening to music together.
Deciphering the neurological underpinnings of this kind of
experience is the subject of a study based in WMU’s Brain
Research and Interdisciplinary Neurosciences Lab, a lab directed
and cofounded by Ed Roth, a music therapy professor in the
School of Music and a fellow with the Academy of Neurologic
Music Therapists.
For this and other BRAIN Lab studies, researchers are
attempting to understand human behavior or disorders and
their underlying neurobiology, leading to specific treatments for
people with neurological disorders.
The scientific suspicion behind the feeling of unity Barr related
is that the hormone oxytocin—sometimes called the “love”
hormone—and another hormone, vasopressin, are part of what
underlie these feelings of communion.
“We want to understand what facilitates that process. What
creates this feeling of oneness and unity that people describe
when they talk about making music together,” Roth says.
As a clinical application, this knowledge may help inform how
a music therapist provides treatment, says Jason Keeler, a
graduate student working with Roth on the BRAIN Lab research.
Keeler notes that in some “clinical populations,” such as
people suffering from anxiety or depression, “oxytocin may be
dysregulated. It may not be functioning the way it would in a
typical, healthy adult.”
“There are a few studies suggesting that in music experiences,
particularly group singing, when we feel this connectedness,
oxytocin may be mediating that social bonding. But more
evidence is needed to fully understand what is going on,”
Keeler says.
“To me, the question is: What can we learn about the body’s
response to music and how can we use that to help people?’”
A separate study set to begin this spring may lead to a pain relief
therapy. It will explore the affect of music on acute pain.

BRAIN Lab researchers attempt
to understand human behavior
or disorders and their underlying
neurobiology, leading to specific
treatments for neurological disorders.
Yet another project, in collaboration with a researcher at Johns
Hopkins Medicine, is investigating musical improvisation as a
possible treatment for children who have experienced trauma
and suffer from alexithymia, a condition that hinders one’s ability
to express emotion in speech.

Brain Lab beginnings
Roth established the BRAIN Lab about five years ago to tap into
disciplines across the University, including researchers in music
therapy, psychology, occupational therapy, biological sciences
and exercise physiology.
All are pursuing applied and clinical research using techniques
driven by neuroscience.
“It was something that I had been wanting to do for a long
time because I knew if we were going to make any meaningful
headway into this type of research, we
had to do it as a team effort,” Roth says.
Members of the lab take seriously
an interdisciplinary approach to scientific
discovery.
“It’s not just, I say my spiel and the other
person contributes their information, but
we actually try to teach each other so
there is some overlapping of knowledge
and skill sets,” he explains.
Roth

As such, some of the research springs
from the clinical neuromusicology field, and some of it expands
into non-musical disciplines.
Dr. Ben Atchison, professor and chair of the WMU Department
of Occupational Therapy, is a founding member of the lab.
“All of us on the team have a general interest in neuroscience.
There are people who are much more aware and
knowledgeable, but I’ve spent most of my career working with
brain-behavior connections,” he says.
Atchison specializes in treating and researching sensoryprocessing disorders in pediatric populations, with his most
recent work focusing on children exposed to maltreatment.
These disorders make it difficult for those afflicted to experience
or react to information through their senses in an ordinary way.
At times, a child dealing with a sensory processing disorder,
particularly one who has not yet been definitively diagnosed, may
seem to be simply misbehaving.
Continued on page 12

Brain Lab

11
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“You and I hearing background noise, noticing certain smells or
getting exposed to common fabrics in clothing may be able to
ignore it,” Atchison says.

This combination of thought came around the same time a
colleague of Roth’s at Johns Hopkins did a TED Talk about what’s
happening in the brains of jazz musicians while they improvise.

“But a child who has difficulty processing these stimuli would
get irritated and have significant discomfort and maybe even
have a meltdown because it’s so overwhelming.”

Dr. Charles Limb’s primary finding was that the part of the
brain involved in auto-biographical self expression—the medial
prefrontal cortex—becomes highly active when jazz musicians
are improvising.

He says that “from the occupational therapy point of view, what
we want to determine is: Can we make an impact on a child
with our interventions and measure that impact using valid, hard
neurological assessment methods?”
One BRAIN lab study is trying to plumb the neurological root
of food selectivity in some
children with autism. In
extreme cases, the youngsters
put such rigid, self-imposed
limits on eating that it can
affect their health.

Meanwhile, one part of the brain involved in error detection and
self-monitoring behavior modification, goes dormant.
“So jazz musicians have this perfect storm of neural activity
related to uninhibited self expression,” Roth says.
Using functional magnetic
resonance imaging at Johns
Hopkins, researchers plan to
look at what’s happening in the
brains of two discrete sets of
children, those who have not
experienced trauma and those
who have.

“What we hypothesize is
that children who have this
food selectivity are having a
sympathetic nervous system
response to food—a fight
or flight response,” says
Dr. Michelle Suarez, an
assistant professor of
occupational therapy who
is leading the study.
Discovering the true cause
of the child’s self-restricted
diet versus dismissing it as
stubbornness can help support
appropriate treatment.

Both groups will improvise
musically with Roth using a
specially designed keyboard in
Limb’s lab.

An electroencephalography cap is a tool used by researchers and in medicine to
detect electrical activity in the brain.

Music as medicine
The lab’s study on alexithymia in children who’ve experience
trauma demonstrates how different corners of science
collaborating can potentially lead to novel therapies.
This study draws on expertise in WMU’s Child Trauma and
Assessment Center, on a neurologist at Johns Hopkins Medicine
interested in music perception and on Roth’s background in
music and music therapy.
“You often hear people say colloquially that music picks up
where speech leaves off. And music can talk in ways that
language can’t,” Roth says.
“It hit me that we have a population of people who have
difficulty, or for whom it is impossible, to use speech to express
emotion, and we have this tool called music that people always
refer to as being able to express emotion better than speech.”

12
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“Using musically modified
techniques, we want to see if
we can recreate the same
neural activation patterns that
my research partners found
when studying professional
jazz musicians,” he explains.

Ultimately, the research will lead to a fully-randomized clinical
trial to determine the behavioral and emotional outcomes in
children who are improvising with a trained music therapist.
The bottom line goal of this multiple-year project is to investigate
whether music improvisation would be effective in treating
children who have trauma backgrounds but who cannot express
their emotions.
“For many people, expressing something musically is to do
so with much greater emotional emphasis than to express the
same thing through speech, and we’re hoping to demonstrate
the clinical application of this experience,” Roth says.

BRAIN Lab study explores food selectivity in children with autism
situation or manipulate a relationship with their
parents. Instead, it may be something they can’t
necessarily control.”

Have you ever prepared a meal only to have
your child steadfastly eschew your pan-roasted
brussels sprouts recipe, spurn spinach or reject
broccoli out of hand?

As part of her occupational therapy practice,
Suarez has long worked with children who have
self-restricted diets.

For some children with autism, such ordinary
picky-eater behavior can go to an extreme
with the child refusing a whole food group,
consuming only a limited range of foods or
rejecting meals to a degree that it impinges upon
their nutritional needs.

“Between 40 and 60
percent of children
with autism have food
selectivity.”

Mealtimes may become periods of great anxiety
for child and parent.
WMU researcher Dr. Michelle Suarez has begun
a new study aimed at learning more about what
underlies the extreme “food selectivity”—
self-imposed dietary restrictions—that some
children with autism display.

—Dr. Michelle Suarez, reseacher

Apart from this study, she runs a Finicky
Feeders Clinic based in the Unified Clinics
of the WMU College of Health and
Human Services.

“Between 40 and 60 percent of children with
autism have food selectivity,” Suarez says.

Children treated in the clinic are generally
2 to 10 years old and don’t necessarily have
autism or another diagnosed condition.

An assistant professor of occupational therapy,
Suarez is conducting this study through
WMU’s Brain Research and Interdisciplinary
Neurosciences Lab.

But the youngsters consistently reject eating
one or two whole food groups—no fruits, no
vegetables or no proteins, for instance—or eat
fewer than 10 foods as part of their regular diet.

“The main motivation is to understand what is
occurring with these kids internally,” says Suarez,
who frequently works with youngsters who have
difficulty articulating their thoughts due to a
communication or speech disorder or similar
circumstance.

Clinicians have sometimes found that
there’s a medical comorbidity behind a child’s
self-limited diet. Perhaps, the child has severe
acid reflux and eating is painful. Or, they may
have difficulty swallowing.

“They can’t really tell us how they feel when
they see a food necessarily or why they choose to
avoid certain foods.”
Researchers hypothesize that some children who
are autistic and who exhibit highly selective dietary
behavior are experiencing a sympathetic nervous
system response—a fight or flight response.
This kind of physiological reaction occurs when
a person is frightened or startled by something
and their response is set in motion even before
conscious thought.
So for these youngsters, their aversion to some
foods may have a deeper meaning than simply
disliking what’s on their plate.
“We know that children with autism have more
sensory processing disorders,” Suarez says, and
can be highly sensitive to stimuli, such as a food
texture, that may not register with another person.
“Kids with food selectivity are more apt to
over-respond to a stimulus, but at this point,
we don’t know anything about cause and
effect,” she says.

In the study, researchers are using electrodermal
screening equipment from the BRAIN Lab to
measure electrical changes on the skin’s surface.
This tool is often used to detect autonomic, or
involuntary, responses of the nervous system.
Researchers match pairs of youngsters who are the
same age—one who has exhibited food selectivity
and one who has not—and measure their reaction
to a variety of foods presented to them. The
children are between 4 and 10 years old.
“This lab and this equipment provide an avenue
for detecting some of what’s going on with these
children without them having to articulate it,”
Suarez says.

“I work with a lot of children who can’t advocate
for themselves. They don’t have a voice as much
because of their communication issues or their
special needs or their behaviors,” Suarez says.
“I very much want to know what they are feeling
and what they’re thinking and what they need…
One of my passions is treating food selectivity.”

To learn more about this study on
food selectivity in children with
autism or about the Finicky Feeders
Clinic, contact Dr. Michelle Suarez at
michelle.suarez@wmich.edu or
(269) 387-8467.

“By capturing their internal response, we can
give it more weight in our treatment, and not
just look at these food refusals as a behavior that
they are choosing to do in order to control the

BRAIN Lab
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‘Seeing’ through
echolocation
J

ustin Louchart went blind almost 10 years ago,
but he has learned to “see” again using sound.
Today, the 20-year-old WMU junior is helping others
who are blind do likewise, traveling the world to
share his expertise in using simple tongue clicks to
detect objects, enabling him to carry on a wide range
of activities, from walking to running to riding a bike.

“By making a series of tongue clicks and listening to
the sound reflected back, it shows you the distance,
size and even the texture of objects. You can make
out the world around you.”
Before Louchart became blind, he remembers
seeing just a few seconds of a documentary that
showed two blind people riding bicycles and making
clicking noises.

He teaches others the art of flash sonar, a type of
echolocation that allows people to sense objects
around them by making clicking noises with their
tongues and listening to the sound waves reflect
off objects back to them.

“The process seemed very intuitive to me,”
Louchart recalls. “If you don’t have vision, why not
use sound, which you do have, to be able to utilize
the visual sense?”

WMU’s own Department of Blindness and Low
Vision Studies teaches echolocation as one
technique in its orientation and mobility curricula.
The department plans to have Louchart demonstrate
flash sonar to students this spring.

Memories of that documentary came flooding back
to Louchart after he lost his sight. He decided to try
flash sonar on his own and made some progress
with the technique. His efforts took a giant leap in
2007 after he met Kish.

Louchart, who is studying anthropology at WMU,
went completely blind in 2005 due to a combination
of genetic disorders and retinal damage he suffered
from being born prematurely.

“He started teaching me and made my skills
exponentially better,” Louchart says. “You can be
self-taught, but your skills don’t get especially good
until you learn it formally.”

With help from Daniel Kish, executive director of
World Access for the Blind, Louchart taught himself
how to see objects through flash sonar.

Louchart uses a cane in tandem with flash sonar. The
cane provides excellent acuity roughly 5 feet from an
object. Flash sonar can detect objects much farther
away, plus he can aim its direction and adjust its pitch
and volume to give a surprisingly three-dimensional
image of the surrounding environment.

“It’s amazingly straightforward,” Louchart says.

Continued on page 23
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WMU student Justin Louchart travels the world teaching echolocation to people who are blind. One of Louchart’s newest clients is Anthony Wilcox-Lazzara, a Portage, Mich.,
sixth grader. Here, Anthony learns how to detect an object’s distance by making clicking tones with his tongue and listening to how the sound waves reflect back to him.

Seeing through Sound
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WMU recently hosted its 25th annual International Festival,
an event that annually attracts some 4,000 attendees. "It's a
great opportunity to experience the diversity of the University
community, and learn about the cultures of our fellow Broncos
from around the world," says Helder Pereira, chair of the planning
committee and a WMU junior.

Aviation education marks 75 years at WMU
The College of Aviation is marking 75 years of providing aviation education
through what has become one of the top such collegiate programs in the world.
The college’s three undergraduate degree programs date back to 1939 when
WMU jumped headlong into what was still an area of study and an industry in
its infancy. The Wright brothers’ first sustained flight had only taken place 36
years earlier in 1903, the year WMU was founded.

College of Aviation

1939-2014

In 1939, the Michigan State Board of Education authorized and approved
Western Michigan to offer a two-year, non-degree curriculum in Vocational
Aviation Mechanics designed to prepare students for positions as licensed
airplane mechanics, licensed engine mechanics, airplane factory mechanics
and pilot mechanics.
That same year, WMU began offering the ground school portion of the Civilian
Pilot Training Program, sponsored by the federal government, with the flight
portion of the program contracted out.
By 1947, WMU had established a four-year bachelor’s degree curriculum
called air transportation, and by 1955, the University started its own
flight-training program at the Plainwell, Mich., airport. The Kalamazoo
airport was the program’s home from 1959 to 1997, when it moved to
Battle Creek, Mich.’s W.K. Kellogg Airport. In 1999, WMU’s aviation
programs were organized into the College of Aviation—WMU’s seventh
degree-granting college.
Today, the college offers bachelor’s degrees in aviation flight science, aviation
management and operations and aviation maintenance technology to nearly
800 undergraduates.
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Paints

Professor’s novel
a surprising picture
Dr. Grace Tiffany,
an internationally
known Renaissance
scholar, joined the
WMU faculty in
1995 and received
a Distinguished
Teaching Award
from the University
in 2010. She
teaches courses
on Shakespeare,
non-Shakespearean
Renaissance drama
and Renaissance
literature. Her
research focuses
on Shakespeare
and classicism,
Shakespeare and
gender, the London
Theater Wars of
1599-1600 and
the Protestant
Reformation.
She blogs at
shakespearefiction.
blogspot.com
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I

t’s no easy task to write a
believable and engaging novel,
let alone one based on an actual
historical figure living in William
Shakespeare’s time.

{

But that hasn’t stopped Dr. Grace
Tiffany, a WMU professor of
English who boldly wears the label:
Shakespeare scholar who likes to
make things up.

The title refers to wearing
cosmetics—face-painting as it was
called during the 16th and 17th
centuries—and Tiffany notes that
the word was usually a metaphor for
hypocrisy in Shakespeare’s work.
In the book, Tiffany imagines the
turbulent life of Emilia Lanier, an
Anglo-Italian friend and rival of
Shakespeare and according to some,

}

“Grace Tiffany’s depiction of 17th-century poet Emilia
Lanier is by turns poignant and hilarious. This Dark
Lady of Shakespeare’s sonnets will do anything to see
her own work in print. Get set for a story of murder,
blackmail, seduction—and makeup.”
—Bonnie Jo Campbell, award-winning author and WMU alumna.

Tiffany uses fiction as an alternative
medium to explore the early modern
world. She’s penned five historical
novels set in the Renaissance or
Middle Ages, and maintains a blog
that she bills as “riveting fiction and
Shakespeare chat for lovers of the
English Renaissance.”
Three of her novels examine
Shakespeare’s troubled relations with
women during the reign of Queen
Elizabeth I. The newest, “Paint,”
was published this past October by
Bagwyn Books.

the mysterious Dark Lady of the
legendary bard’s sonnets.
Lanier invented the country house
poem, a major English verse form,
and was the first Englishwoman
to sell her verse for publication.
Way ahead of her time, she was an
independent, free-loving intellectual
who argued in her poems that
women were superior to men.
“Grace Tiffany’s depiction of 17thcentury poet Emilia Lanier is by
turns poignant and hilarious,” says

In Print: WMU Authors

Bonnie Jo Campbell, award-winning
author and WMU alumna. “This Dark Lady
of Shakespeare’s sonnets will do anything
to see her own work in print. Get set for
a story of murder, blackmail, seduction—
and makeup.”
Makeup does, indeed, figure prominently
in “Paint.” The novel begins with a teenage
Lanier being trotted out for the Elizabethan
court. Rather than compete with the highpowered and quick-witted courtiers, the
shy Lanier tries to avoid the limelight by
over-accentuating her Italian heritage.
“In nonconformity with the prevailing
‘painting’ traditions among women of
the day, she darkens her skin instead of
whitening it and pretends not to speak
English,” Tiffany explains. “She decides
‘I can be this exotic, silent woman.’ So she
turns herself into the ‘Dark Lady,’ and in
this guise meets Shakespeare.”
But Lanier’s clever strategy backfires.
Shockingly, her exotic beauty attracts
excessive attention and ultimately, the
world she’s created is so unsatisfying that
she has to abandon it.
“Paint” addresses a common quandary
faced by female aristocrats in the
Elizabethan age. Literary figures of the
time period made attractiveness in women
almost a virtue, but many moralists
mocked women who wore makeup.
“Most annoyingly, the critics of
face-painting were sometimes the
very same writers who jeered at women
who got wrinkly and old,” Tiffany says.
“That’s the part that interested me
most as a concept in the novel: Having
her (Lanier) be very conscious of that
darkness as a mask and as a role—a kind
of performance.”
Continued on page 22

In Print
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Although a work of historical fiction,
“Paint” also brings to the fore
the frightening steps that some
Englishwomen took, often with
disastrous results to their health, to
conform to a standard of beauty that
Tiffany says was largely prescribed by
literature.
“The lily skin might be approximated by
the chalky whiteness of ceruse, a leadbased cosmetic... ,” she explains.
“Smoothness might be aimed at with
a mercury solution, which did indeed
reduce spots and wrinkles—by burning
through the skin. ...the belladonna drops
which imparted luminousness to the
eyes were also poison. Don’t even get
me started on Elizabethan hair-dye.”

Tiffany’s other historical novels include:
• “My Father Had a Daughter”
(2003), about Shakespeare’s
youngest daughter, Judith;

• “The Turquoise Ring” (2005), a
radical retelling of Shakespeare’s
“The Merchant of Venice.”

• “Will” (2004), about the
professional rivalry among
Shakespeare, Ben Jonson and
Christopher Marlowe;

 My Father Had a Daughter”
“
appeared on the Booksense 76
independent bookstores’ best-books
list of 2003. “Ariel” was listed as a
best book by the National Library
Association in 2006.

• “Ariel” (2005), a novel for
teenagers that reimagines “The
Tempest’s” Ariel as a heartless,
dangerous force;

Spirituality and Civilization Sustainability
in the 21st Century
Co-edited by Dr. Andrew Targowski and Marek J. Celinski
(NOVA Publishers, 2013)
Dr. Andrew Targowski, professor of business information systems, is the
co-editor and featured author in this new book that investigates the state
of civilization in the 21st century, characterized by the transformation
of Western civilization into a global civilization and the resulting Great
Recession that was triggered by the financial crisis in
the United States in 2008.
“Since the state of former Western civilization is
steadily worsening, the question becomes whether
civilization is sustainable at all,” says Targowski, who
co-edited the book with Marek Celinski, a psychologist
at Sunnyside Medical Arts Center in Toronto.
To answer that question, 20 authors and members
of the International Society for the Comparative
Study of Civilizations from several countries and
continents—including faculty members from WMU—
investigate human spirituality and whether its actual
level of development is able to steer the sustainable
development of civilization.
The book offers “Spirituality 2.0” as a possible tool for
people to behave wisely in order to sustain civilization.
“Spirituality 2.0 contains a set of complementary best values of eight
current civilizations, which should lead to tolerant, less-conflict-driven
human behavior and wise decision-making,” says Targowski. The book
ultimately defines “wise civilization” and paths of its implementation, under
the condition that people will not only be knowledgeable but also wise and
inspired, through spirituality.
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The Great Lake Sturgeon
Edited by Nancy Auer and Dave Dempsey
(Michigan State University Press, 2013)
WMU alumnus and environmental
writer Dave Dempsey co-edited this
book, which captures many aspects
of the Great Lakes sturgeon, from the
mythical to the critically real.
Lake sturgeon are sacred to some,
impressive to many and endangered
in the Great Lakes. Though a fish with
an ancestry reaching back millions of
years and that can live over a century
and grow to 6 feet or more, the
lake sturgeon was once considered
useless and then overfished nearly
to extinction.
The fish is slowly making a comeback
through the awareness-raising efforts
of Native Americans, biologists and
sturgeon supporters.
Blending history, biology, folklore, environmental science and policy, Auer
and Dempsey’s book seeks to reach a broad audience and tell the story of
the Great Lakes sturgeon in a manner as diverse as its subject.
The Library of Michigan chose “The Great Lake Sturgeon” as a 2014
Michigan Notable Book. This program annually features 20 books that
celebrate Michigan people, places and events. Dempsey, and his co-author,
Jack Dempsey, also made this list last year for their book “Ink Trails.”
Dave Dempsey graduated from WMU in 1977 with a bachelor’s degree
in English and received the Distinguished Alumni Award from the English
department in 2010.

Continued from page 15
INTERACTIVE PRINT

“Flash sonar anticipates the
environment well before you reach it
with a cane,” he says. “For me and
everybody like me, this really changes
how you see the world around you.”
Louchart, who is from Saginaw, Mich.,
has learned how to do many of the
things he used to do before he lost his
sight. He hikes, rides bikes, mountain
climbs and does other things people
think would be impossible for somebody
who can’t see.
Today, Louchart uses Kish’s model to
teach others the technique as a part-time
instructor for World Access for the Blind.
Most of Louchart’s lessons are taught
in intensive, one-on-one sessions or
very small workshops that span eight
to 10 hours over four days. His students
are primarily children. Within five to
seven days, the technique becomes
second nature.

Louchart, who speaks English, Latin
and Italian, is learning Russian, Spanish,
French, German and Arabic and teaches
primarily in the United States and Italy.
He has one student in Mexico and two in
Canada and also has taught in Germany.
All of the World Access for the Blind
teachers are blind. They use Kish’s
model to help blind people teach
themselves to be mobile rather than rely
on established routes, either self-taught
or taught by someone else.
Kish’s model teaches techniques like
flash sonar to support their mobility
without routes or ascribed pathways.
“If you’re not going to use a particular
route every single day, the benefit of
flash sonar is you have the ability to
acoustically landmark to such great
distances, you can see when features
of your landscape change,” Louchart

Download the free
Layar App

Scan this page

Discover
interactive content

says. “You navigate as you go without
needing everything to be in the same
place all the time.”
Louchart hopes to go into field research
and has co-written a book on mobility
techniques titled “The Beginner’s
Guide to Echolocation.” He plans to
earn a master’s degree in orientation
and mobility and pursue two doctoral
degrees in anthropology.
For now, he’s happy to share his
expertise so others can do as much
as he does.
“It isn’t that we’re special or unique-everyone can do it,” he says. “We’re just
helping them learn how.”

Seeing through Sound
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College by College
Lee Honors College

College of Aviation

A veteran administrator and longtime faculty member at Western
Michigan University has been appointed associate dean of the Lee
Honors College.

College of Aviation students will be among the beneficiaries of a
new initiative aimed at promoting business aviation careers.

College has new associate dean

Aviation college picked by professional group for program rollout

Jane Baas, professor of dance, began her new role in January. Baas has
been a member of the dance faculty since 1981 and is completing her
fifth term as dance department chair.
Baas now helps lead one of the nation’s oldest honors programs.
The honors college has a student profile rivaling that of the most elite
private colleges in the United States. Members come from all seven of
WMU’s degree-granting colleges and as 1,600 undergraduate students,
they represent about 8 percent of the University’s undergraduate
student body.

College of Arts and Sciences

‘Vampire Academy’ author is WMU alumna

The College of Arts and Sciences has a close tie to the recently
released “Vampire Academy.” The film is based on a series
of young adult books by WMU alumna Richelle Mead.
The young adult fiction series has won honors from the American
Library Association and been translated into 30 languages. It follows
the war between two races of vampires, living and undead, by
focusing on Rose Hathaway, a 17-year-old half-vampire training to be a
bodyguard for living vampires.
The series includes “Vampire Academy,” “Frostbite,” “Shadow Kiss,”
“Blood Promise” and “Spirit Bound.”
Mead, who graduated from WMU in 2001 with a master’s degree in
comparative religion, is a New York Times and USA Today bestselling
author of urban fantasy books for adults and teens.
She also is the recipient of a 2013 Alumni Achievement Award from the
WMU Department of Comparative Religion.

Graduate College

Latest faculty fellows selected

Dr. Julie Apker, associate
professor in the School of
Communication, and Dr. Louann
Bierlein Palmer, professor of
educational leadership, research
and technology, have been
selected to be Graduate College
Faculty Fellows, Bierlein Palmer
for a second tenure.
The program began last year and
is an opportunity for fellows to
develop as campus leaders while
making significant contributions to
graduate education.
For 2014, Graduate College Dean
Susan R. Stapleton says Apker
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will focus her time on student and
faculty engagement and success,
building on the work of her
predecessor, Dr. John Adams.
Among other activities, she will
help roll out an online orientation
program for new graduate
students as well as devise
training opportunities for new
graduate directors.
In her first year as a fellow,
Bierlein Palmer helped develop
graduate program descriptions for
marketing and recruiting purposes.
This year, she will help implement
a new application system for
graduate admissions.

The Michigan Business Aviation
Association Board of Directors announced
in January the organization’s new MBAA
Education Initiative: Bridging the Gap
Between Graduation and a Career in
Business Aviation.
The outreach plan includes internships
and scholarship funding as well as
opportunities to network with aviation
leaders from global corporations. At
the announcement, which took place at
Salo
the College of Aviation, representatives
from such major companies as Amway, Bissell, Dow, Masco and
Whirlpool were present to demonstrate their support.
“We’re out to provide an opportunity for aviation students to gain
a greater understanding of business aviation by meeting with
Michigan business aviation leaders,” says Roger Salo, of Masco,
who is MBAA board chair.
“We’re developing mentors and internship programs to provide
pathways to business aviation careers.”
The MBAA is a collaboration of businesses and individuals working
toward the preservation and development of an air transportation
system and focuses on such topics as airport infrastructure and
other aviation issues affecting the State of Michigan.

College of Education and Human Development
Student forms Best Buddies chapter

WMU has a newly established
Best Buddies chapter thanks to
Kathleen McGovern, a senior
undergraduate in the special
education and
literacy studies
program.
Best Buddies is
an international
nonprofit
organization
whose mission is
to establish
a global volunteer movement
that creates opportunities for
one-to-one friendships for
people with intellectual and
developmental disabilities.
A preliminary effort that
began at WMU in the summer
blossomed into a chapter in the
fall with board members, peer
buddies—WMU students—and
buddies, young adults with
intellectual and developmental
disabilities.

McGovern will serve as chapter
president. Activities this fall
included a kickoff party to inform
parents/caregivers about Best
Buddies and allowed
the peer buddies and
buddies to connect
and mingle for the
first time.
Thus far, the chapter
has 32 matched pairs
and 24 associate
members who are WMU students
who want to be involved with
Best Buddies, but are not yet
able to commit to a buddy.
The chapter will hold socials
once a month for buddies and
their peer buddies Additionally,
each pair will work on developing
a one-on-one friendship while
engaging in activities together,
such as going to the movies.

Haworth College of Business

Food and consumer package goods program earns new certification

The University’s food and
consumer package goods
marketing program has
earned certification
for its category
management
coursework from the
national Category
Management
Association, becoming
one of just two university
programs to have achieved
certification for curriculum from
the association.
Category management focuses
on retailing and purchasing data
to analyze groups of products
purchased by a business
organization or sold by a retailer.
Certification signifies that the
program offers coursework that
meets stringent qualifications
for preparing students for

certification as category analysts.
In some cases, students
with applicable work
experience may
also apply for
certification at the
category manager
level.
“This certification
provides employers
assurances that the students
they hire from our program
have met the industry standards
set for an analyst position in
category management,” says
Dr. Frank Gambino, director of
the food and consumer package
goods marketing program.
“Our students will be in a
position to make an immediate
impact in industry upon
graduation,” he says.

College of Health and Human Services

Professor honored for contributions in community service learning

Dr. Barbara Barton, associate professor of social work, is the
recipient of the 2014 Michigan Campus Compact Faculty/Staff
Community Service-Learning Award.
This is a significant biennial award bestowed
by Michigan Campus Compact, a coalition of
colleges and universities committed to
building civic engagement into campus and
academic life.
Out of a large number of nominees at WMU,
Barton’s work rose to the top as having the
most outstanding contributions in community
service learning during the past two years.
Barton

Barton has been teaching service-learning
courses for many years.

“Many students and community members have benefited from her
work and commitment to teaching and learning,” says Shawn Tenney,
director of the WMU Office of Service Learning.
Through her efforts, students and community partners collaborate
and empower one another to create change and improve the quality
of life for on-campus and off-campus communities.

College of Engineering and Applied Sciences
Researchers evaluate road safety measures for older drivers

College of Fine Arts

‘Great Works’ compositions dazzle audiences, dance students

The WMU Department of
Dance faculty commissioned
two new works by acclaimed
choreographers Gabrielle Lamb
and Peter Chu for the Great Works
Dance Project.
Established in 1996, the Great
Works Dance Project introduces
WMU students and southwest
Michigan audiences to the finest
historic and contemporary
dance works.
Chu’s “One Sound Looking Back”
and Lamb’s “Ritournelle” were
featured in the department’s
Winter Gala Dance Concert earlier
this year.
Lamb, a New York-based
choreographer and performer, was
winner of the dance department’s
2013 National Choreography
Competition, which recognizes
emerging choreographers and
provides these artists with an
opportunity to set an original work
on dance majors at WMU.

The Michigan Department of Transportation awarded a two-year,
$295,582 research contract to WMU transportation researchers
to evaluate the effectiveness of
several engineering improvements
implemented with older drivers in mind.
The enhancements this team will be
scrutinizing include clear view typeface on guide signs,
pedestrian countdown signal installation and lane-use arrows in
diagrammatic signage.

“Ritournelle” was inspired by
her reading of Jennifer Homans’
best-selling survey of ballet
history, “Apollo’s Angels,”
and portrays a quasi-personal
account of Lamb’s experience
with ballet.
Chu, also a performer and
choreographer, created “One
Sound Looking Back” for 18
WMU dance majors, molding
his explosive, contemporary
style of movement around the
individual personalities and
strengths of the students. His
residency was made possible
through the College of Fine Arts’
differential tuition funding.

Many of these improvements and programs have the additional
benefit of helping the general driving population.
Michigan crash data shows that while overall fatal crashes decreased
by more than 30 percent for all drivers over the past decade, deadly
crashes only declined by 7.8 percent for elderly drivers.
Over the past several years, MDOT, in coordination with the
Governors Traffic Safety Advisory Commission, has implemented
several engineering countermeasures and programs aimed at
addressing the needs of older drivers.
The WMU research team will develop crash modification factors and
safety performance functions for older drivers as they relate to these
improvements. The results are expected to make a direct impact on
the level of funding and what infrastructure improvements will be
continued or initiated.
WMU engineering researchers Dr. Valerian Kwigizile and Dr. Jun-Seok
Oh are the project’s co-principal investigators. The team also includes
WMU professors Dr. Diana Prieto of the industrial and manufacturing
engineering department and Dr. Ron Van Houten of psychology.
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Sara Kaliszak will work with Professor Cindy Linn to study glaucoma.

T

he traumatic effects of vision loss through glaucoma have been more than just
a topic of study for biomedical sciences student Sara Kaliszak.

As a volunteer the past two years at Kalamazoo’s Bronson Methodist Hospital,
the Mattawan, Mich., native has helped many patients and encountered those
suffering firsthand from this incurable disease.
Her experience puts a human face on research she’s conducting that analyzes the
effects of a specific type of chemical shown to prevent neurons in the retina from
dying under glaucoma conditions.
Her work with Dr. Cindy Linn, professor of biological sciences, has landed her a
spot in a unique advanced research program at Western Michigan University that
teams student scientists with volunteer opportunities in the local community.
Called Students Advancing Biological Research and Engagement, the program
raises money for a select group of biological science students with a strong
research ethic to focus on their projects without worrying about covering their
living expenses or research materials during the summer.
Deirdre Courtney will work with Professor David Karowe to study
the effects of rising carbon dioxide on carnivorous pitcher plants
and the organisms that live inside them.

Drs. Kathryn Docherty and Sharon Gill, both assistant professors in WMU’s
Department of Biological Sciences, hope to raise $20,000 by May 1 through an
online crowdfunding campaign for a total of four students chosen for the program.
These student researchers, in turn, give back to the community by volunteering at
least 10 hours a week for a Kalamazoo-area organization of their choice.
For Kaliszak, that means continuing her work at Bronson, assisting the nursing staff
to provide for patients’ needs.
“Students who engage with actively researched science faculty are better prepared
for the rigors of graduate and medical school, and undertaking a mentored research
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Unique new program, Students Advancing Biological Research and Engagement,
to use crowd-sourced funding to put student researchers in the community

experience is often one of the most
influential experiences a science
student can have as an undergraduate,”
Docherty says.
“Giving students the opportunity to
emotionally connect with a scientific
project really allows them to experience
the excitement of scientific discovery,
as well as develop critical thinking and
scientific communication skill that prepare
them for their careers,” she adds.
Katie Walker of Flint, Mich., carried
over her interest in microbiology from
high school to work with Docherty to
examine the biological effects of newly
designed green chemicals and the ability
of these chemicals to be broken down
by microorganisms in a wastewater
treatment plant.

“Having the opportunity
to work on neuroscience
research has been
invaluable in my
undergraduate
education to this point.”
—Nicole Carpp

“Rather than solely learning about
techniques and revelations of other
scientists through lectures and texts,
I have had the unique opportunity to
perform my own experiments and
discover my own innovations.

Docherty’s mentorship has had such
a significant impact on her education,
Walker chose to mentor others as a
volunteer for the Kalamazoo Youth
Development Center, implementing a
tutoring program for elementary, middle
and high school students from Kalamazoo
Public Schools.

“In addition to the skills and knowledge
that I have gained through research,
I have developed a network of faculty
and peer mentors that I can seek out
for guidance and whom I know are
genuinely interested in seeing me
succeed,” she says.
Deirdre Courtney of Portage, Mich., will
work with Dr. David Karowe, professor
of biological sciences, to investigate the
potential effects of rising atmospheric
carbon dioxide on the relationship
between carnivorous pitcher plants and
both the prey and non-prey communities
that live inside them.
Carnivorous plants are organisms that
are particularly vulnerable to changes in
atmospheric carbon dioxide composition
and can act as an early indicator species
in examining the effects of climate change.
She plans to do political volunteer work in
the local community.

Nicole Carpp of Lawrence, Mich., also
will volunteer for the Kalamazoo Youth
Development Center, hoping to cultivate
a love for science at an early age for
under-privileged students.
Her research with Dr. John Spitsbergen,
chair of the Department of Biological
Sciences, is to examine how certain
types of proteins, called neurotrophic
factors, influence neuron survival and
development.
She’ll focus on a factor that is important
for the survival and health of motor
neurons that innervate skeletal muscle
and are responsible for physical activity.

Supported by the WMU Office of
Development and Alumni Relations,
the SABRE program is accepting
online donations made by visiting
mywmu.com/sabre and clicking on
“Make a Gift.”

Nicole Carpp will work with Professor John
Spitsbergen to examine how certain proteins
affect neuron survival and development.
Research + Volunteerism
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Classnotes
1959 - 1989
Robert C. Snyder, BA ‘59, was recognized by the
Midland (MI) United Church of Christ for 50 years of
ministry and service to the church.

Les Cochran, BS ‘61, MA ‘62, has written his first
novel, “Signature Affair: Love, Lies and Liaisons,”
published by Bookstand
Publishing. He is a former
president of Youngstown
(OH) State University.

Carol Smallwood,
MS ‘61, MA ‘63, MLS
‘76, is the editor of
the recently released
handbook, Bringing
the Arts into the
Library, published by
the American Library
Association.

Send submissions to: teresa.ventimiglia@wmich.edu. Include your name (first, middle, last, maiden), degree(s),
year(s) graduated and a daytime phone number by which we can reach you. We will publish photos as space permits.

Harvey Wedell, BS ’74, was re-elected to the
South Lyon (MI) City Council.

Carl Steudle, BBA ’75, is the new senior director
of sales and marketing for BOE Technology, a world
manufacturer of LCD technology, headquartered in
Beijing, with its North American office in Santa
Clara, CA.

speaker at the Woman’s Literary Club in Holland, MI.
The artist spoke on how literary works influence his
mural work.

Rodney Faulk,
BBA ‘87, chief of
staff for the 103rd
Sustainment Command
of the U.S. Army Reserve,
recently received the
WMU Department
of Management’s
Outstanding Alumni
Award.

Jeffrey Fink, BA ’76, a retired Kalamazoo County

prosecutor, recently discussed “Re-entry After
Incarceration,” by Raymond Bonner, as part of WMU’s
2014 University Common Read.

Jack Bender, MA ’77, a nonfiction author and poet,

was recently a guest speaker at the Women’s Literary
Club in Holland. His speech was titled “Moonflower
and other Poems I Didn’t Write.”

Les Cochran

Marie Dicenzo Morrow, BS ‘62, has retired from
a career as an occupational therapist. Her most recent
position was with Grayton Rehabilitation Services in
Ocala, FL.
Darwin L. Johnson, BS ‘66, is a guest lecturer at
the University of New Mexico’s Anderson School of
Management in Albuquerque.

Donald Davis, BA ‘70, a long-time veteran of
the U.S. Attorney’s office for the Western District of
Michigan in Grand Rapids, MI, has retired after a
40-year career.
Linda L. Graves Powell, BS ‘70, MA ‘71, was
selected as a recipient of the 2013 Golden Apple
Award by the WMU College of Education and Human
Development Alumni Association. She is an instructor
in the WMU Department of Family and Consumer
Sciences.
James R. Nelson, BS ‘70, has written his fourth

mystery novel, “The Black Orchid Mystery,” published
by CreateSpace Independent Publishing Platform.

James F. Hettinger, BA ‘71, MA ‘73, has been

elected chair of the WMU Board of Trustees. He has
been a board member since 2009.

Mark C. Reppa, BS ‘71, is a partner at Liberty
Street Microbrewery in Plymouth, MI.

Tom Kolassa, MA ‘72, has been elected chairman
of the Olivet (MI) College Board of Trustees.

Thomas G. Van Belkum, BBA ‘73, has joined
Detroit-based McKeen & Associates’ Medical
Malpractice Group.
Dave A. Corstange, BBA ‘73, has received the

Varsity “W” Club’s Man of the Year award. The award
recognizes former letter winners who support WMU
athletic programs.

Jane Baas, BS ’78, MA ’80, has been appointed
associate dean of WMU’s Lee Honors College. She has
been a member of the dance faculty since 1981.
Scott Lankton, BFA ’78, is a blacksmith and metal
designer in Ann Arbor, MI.
Bo Miller, BBA ’78, recently spoke about global
citizenship, promoting sustainability and globally
responsible citizenry, at WMU’s Haworth College of
Business. He is global director for corporate citizenship
at the Dow Chemical Co. and president and executive
director of the Dow Chemical Co. Foundation in
Midland, MI.
Brian J. Renaud, BS ’79, an attorney for Michiganbased Foster Swift Collins & Smith, was chosen by
his peers for inclusion in The Best Lawyers in America
2014 in the field of administrative and regulatory law.

Steve Oldford, BBA ’80, was recently named the

United States Harness Writers Association Amateur
Driver of the Year for 2013. He raises and races
standard-bred race horses in Croswell, MI.

‘73, has been appointed
by Gov. Rick Snyder to the
Michigan Board of Real
Estate Appraisers. He is
president of Wheeler Real
Estate Services LLC in
DeWitt, MI.

Bruce Madej, BA

‘74, sports information
director and associate
Ronald Wheeler
athletic director for
special projects at the
University of Michigan, has announced that he will
retire after 34 years of service, effective in June.

Paul Marquardt, BA ‘74, BFA ‘79, has his

installation, “Prime Field,” displayed in WMU’s
Sangren Hall.

Jack A. Siebers, MBA ’74, an attorney for

Michigan-based Foster Swift Collins & Smith, was
chosen by his peers for inclusion in The Best Lawyers
in America 2014 in the field of corporate law.
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Rodney Faulk

Shashanta Sheva James, BBA ‘87, MA ‘12, was
elected president of the Michigan Student Financial
Aid Association and appointed to the Midwest
Association of Student Financial Aid Administrators.
She is an associate director for WMU’s Office of
Student Financial Aid and Scholarships.

1989 - 2013
David Reid, BS ‘91, has been appointed director of

the Kalamazoo/Battle Creek International Airport.

Denise VanDyken, BS ‘91, MA ‘01, has joined
Sharp Smile Center in Kalamazoo as financial
coordinator and customer service representative.
Mary Zoeller, BBA ‘91, has joined WMU’s Fetzer

Center as an outside sales
representative.

Renee Branch
Canady, MPA ‘93, is

Vestina Hawkins, BA ’82, has received the Varsity

“W” Club’s Woman of the Year award. The award
recognizes former letter winners who support WMU
athletic programs.

Michael C.R. Nabors, BS ’82, pastor of the New

Calvary Baptist Church of Detroit, recently spoke at
the Annual Freedom Fund Banquet hosted by the
Metropolitan Kalamazoo
Branch of the National
Association for the
Advancement of Colored
People.

Kirk Walter, BS ’82,

Kirk Walter

has been promoted to
senior director in Tablet
Value Stream and NonAnalgesics for the cough
and cold tablet area of
Perrigo Co. in Allegan, MI.

Dee Velkoff, BS

’83, MBA ’92, recently joined Comerica Bank as vice
president of middle market lending serving southwest
Michigan and northern Indiana.

Fred Edmond, BBA ’84, was promoted to president
and chief operating officer of Frankenmuth (MI) Mutual
Insurance Co.
Avery Tabron, BBA ’84, is the new director of

business development for Information Systems
Resources in Dearborn, MI. The company is a provider
of services and products to build and manage computer
network infrastructures.

Carol Helsel, BS ’85, has joined Diversified Medical
Staffing LLC, in Grand Rapids, MI, as director of
operations and human resources.

Jeff Cunningham, BBA ’86, is a new partner with
RubinBrown, an accounting and business consulting
firm, in its Denver office. He will serve the real estate
services and Assurance Service Group.

Bob Hickman, BBA

‘87, MBA ‘93, has been
promoted to executive vice president and head of
commercial banking for Community First Bank of
Indiana in Kokomo.

Ed Gordon III, BS ’82, was the keynote speaker at
WMU’s Martin Luther King Jr. celebration in December.
The well-known journalist helped commemorate the
50th anniversary of King’s visit to WMU.

Ronald Wheeler, BA
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Conrad Kaufman, BS ‘86, was recently a guest

Lucia Rios, BA ‘02, won the National Disability

Institute’s My American Dream—Voices of Americans
with Disabilities video contest. She is a community
access specialist at Disability Network Lakeshore in
Holland, MI, and a freelance journalist.

Jennifer Holder, BBA ‘03, MSA ‘05, was
promoted to manager of the tax department for Seber
Tans PLC, a public accounting and advisory firm in
Kalamazoo.
Andy Karl, BA ‘03, is the new sales manager for

American Dryer of Livonia, MI, overseeing the launch
of its new cold plasma clean technology hand drying.

Michelle Moore, BBA ’03, has been promoted

to principal at UHY LLP, a certified public accounting
firm, in its Sterling Heights, MI, office.

Sonya Datta-Sandhu, BA ‘04, is a practicing
certified nurse midwife at Family Health Center of
Battle Creek, MI.
Glen Dillon, BA ‘04,
is a new assistant
director of WMU’s
Student Activities and
Leadership Programs. He
will oversee the studentrun radio station, WIDRFM, and the student-run
newspaper, the Western
Herald.
Erin Kennedy, BS
Erin Kennedy
‘04, is a new commercial
loan officer for Ann Arbor State Bank in greater
Jackson, MI.
Paul Wolf, BS ‘04, MSM ‘10, a certified physician

assistant, has joined Borgess Cardiothoracic Surgery
in Kalamazoo.

Megan Hass, BS ‘05, a certified physician
assistant, has joined Borgess Orthopedics, part of the
Borgess Bone & Joint Institute, in Kalamazoo.

the new chief executive
officer of the Michigan
Public Health Institute,
headquartered in
Okemos, MI.

Mathew Moon, BBA

Valerie Knol, BS

Matthew
Warncock, MM ‘05,

‘05, has been named
branch manager of PNC
Financial Services Group
Inc. in Parchment, MI.

‘93, was elected to the

Renee Branch Canady Farmington Hills (MI)
City Council.

Mary Asmonga-Knapp, MSW ‘94, has been
elected vice chair of the WMU Board of Trustees.

Karl Siegert, BBA ‘94, has been appointed

vice president and chief operating officer of MVP
Collaborative, a full-service marketing communications
company based in Madison Heights, MI.

Tobias J. Roberts, BA ‘95, is the new president of

Community Resource Consultants Inc., an independent
medical case management firm in St. Clair Shores, MI.

Ericka Mac, BFA ‘97, recently starred in “Mary

Poppins” at the Marriott
Theatre in Lincolnshire, IL.

Jason (Jerry) Shorb,
BBA ‘97, is the new global
manager of customer
relationship marketing for
Inter Continental Hotels
Group in the greater
Atlanta area.
Jennifer Dentler, BS

‘99, was inducted into the
Ericka Mac
WMU College of Health
and Human Services’
Outstanding Alumni Academy. She is the coordinator of
the Spirit of Women program at Allegan (MI) General
Hospital.

Steven Todd, BBA ‘99, is the new vice president and
commercial loan officer for Southern Michigan Bank
and Trust, headquartered in Coldwater, MI.

Megan Hass

a musician and music
educator, will be in
Nepal to teach at
the Kathmandu Jazz
Conservatory in April.

Adam J. Keilen, MBA ‘06, has joined Lake,
Waldorf & Schau PLC in Kalamazoo. He will focus
his practice on business law and estate planning and
administration.
Lawrence D. Leonardi Jr., BS ‘06, has

been hired as a geologist by Villa Environmental
Consultants Inc. in Benton Harbor, MI.

Matthew Pazynski, BS ‘06, has been promoted
to regulatory affairs associate for Perrigo Co. in
Allegan, MI.

Salvador Sanchez, BA ‘06, has opened a new
coffeehouse, A Cup of Common Wealth, in Lexington,
KY.
Frankie Ballard, BA ‘07, has released his second
album, “Sunshine & Whiskey,” which features his
new hit single “Helluva Life.” He recently performed
at Kalamazoo’s State Theatre.
Andrea (Malewski) Bitely, BA ‘07, is the
director of social media for POLITICO Magazine.
Zarinah El-Amin Naeem, MA ‘08, recently
spoke about Islam and Muslim identities as part of
WMU’s “Islam in Global Perspectives” lecture series.
Joel David Heeringa, BBA ‘08, is the director of
transportation for Hanson Logistics in Hobart, IN.

Heroin use escalating,
profile of addicts may surprise

drug overdose

Oscar-winning actor Philip Seymour Hoffman’s overdose earlier this
year put a spotlight on the growing threat of heroin. Hoffman died as
a result of taking a toxic mix of drugs, including heroin, according to
a medical examiner.
WMU substance-abuse expert Dr. C. Dennis Simpson says the flood
of this illicit drug into the United States is thanks to a concerted
effort by Mexican and South American drug cartels, which make it
both cheaper and better in quality.
Furthermore, the vast majority of addicted users don’t fit the expected
stereotype, says Simpson, director of the WMU Specialty Program in
Alcohol and Drug Abuse, a training clinic that prepares professionals
in the substance abuse field.
Though Afghanistan, Pakistan and Southeast Asia were once the
major sources of the opiate in the United States, today the heroin
entering the country is largely from Mexico, and Central and South
America, Simpson says.
“Basically what has happened to some degree is the cartels that had
the cocaine connection are now working very hard on the heroin
connection,” he says.
Another troubling development he describes is that the “cost has
gone down for heroin and the purity has gone up at the same time.
That’s because of production, larger production—supply meets
demand and demand meets supply.”

Sharp rise in use
A survey by the Substance Abuse and Mental Health Services
Administration found that the number of people age 12 and older
who had used heroin in the past year rose from 373,000 reporting
use in 2007 to 669,000 in 2012, a sharp uptick of about 80 percent.
And a report by the National Institute on Drug Abuse suggests that
many more admit to having tried the drug at least one time.
The NIDA report says that in 2011, 4.2 million Americans age 12
and older tried heroin at least once in their lifetimes. And almost one
quarter of users—23 percent—will become addicted to the drug.

Simpson says heroin is part of the morphine family and produces a
euphoric high and also is quite physically addictive.
“The real name of heroin is diacetylmorphine. So, it’s part of the
morphine group. So it has that same physiological and psychological
addiction. It produces euphoria in you psychologically. It produces
a sense of relaxation…But it’s also physiologically addictive and
withdrawal is very severe,” Simpson says.
In addition to being cheaper and better in quality, heroin has spread
into the American middle class.

Awareness of problem rising
“It might sound awful, but the big (awareness) comes about when
it hits middle class, Caucasian youth, and that’s where it’s hit much
harder than it hit before,” he says.
“Only 5 percent of people addicted to any drug are those stereotypic
individuals. A lot of people who are using heroin are using it on
weekends only. They’re not truly addicted, they’re moving toward
a specific continuous addiction, but they’re not there yet… They’re
called chippers—chipping into this.”
He says to stem the heroin tide, more education and treatment
are needed.
The WMU program Simpson directs offers an undergraduate
minor in addiction studies as well as a graduate certificate in
alcohol and drug abuse. It has been preparing professionals in the
field since 1973.
Students of the program may work in such practices as prevention,
treatment and clinical supervision, in such fields as psychology,
corrections and social work.

To learn more about WMU’s Specialty Program in Alcohol
and Drug Abuse, visit wmich.edu/addictionstudies.
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Micah Stieglitz, BA ‘08, is currently working on

projection designs for “Bengal Tiger in the Baghdad
Zoo” at San Francisco Playhouse and “A Bright New
Boise” at Aurora Theatre Co. in Berkeley, CA.

Jacqueline Ewing, BBA ‘09, is a new benefits
analyst for the human resources team at Perrigo Co.
in Allegan, MI.
Kristyn Muellenberg, BA ‘09, has joined Willis
Law in Kalamazoo.

Keith Nearpass, BBA ‘09, MSA ‘11, a certified
public accountant, has been promoted to senior
accountant for Yeo & Yeo in Kalamazoo.

speech was titled “Dining Out: Finding a Healthy Place
at the Table.”

Charles Zanayed, MBA ‘11, is the new senior vice
president and chief retail officer for CoVantage Credit
Union in Antigo, WI.

Alvin Aquino, BSE ‘12, is a new staff engineer in
the civil engineering group at Driesenga & Associates
Inc. in Holland, MI.
Lauren Cavalli, MA ‘12, has been hired as a board-

Karlynn Gould, BBA ‘12, is the new sales

Cameron Corteggiano, BA ‘10, is a new sales
associate for Coldwell Banker Schmidt Realtors in
Traverse City, MI.

Ashley Hamlin, BA ‘12, has been hired as a team

Leah Predum, MSM ‘10, a certified physician
assistant, has joined Borgess ProMed Family Practice
at its Woodbridge Hills
location in Portage, MI.

as an agent for Ralph Hayward Insurance Agency in
Vicksburg, MI.

Laura (Weissman)
Dubin, BM ‘11,
recently released
her first album, “The
Laura Dubin Trio,” and
performed a concert at
the Hochstein School
of Music and Dance in
Rochester, MI.

Leah Predum

coordinator for Sagewell Partners, a benefits
consulting firm in Pittsburgh.

service coordinator for Greenleaf Trust in Kalamazoo.

James McCormick, BBA ‘13, has been hired

Buffy Nespondzany, MA ‘13, has been hired as
an employer relations specialist in WMU’s Career and
Student Employment Services office.
Justin Wright, BA ‘13, is a new staff writer for the
Sturgis (MI) Journal.

BSN ‘11, a registered
nurse and wellness coach, recently spoke at WMU
as part of the Haworth College of Business’ Keystone
Community Bank Breakfast Speaker Series. Her

5, 2014, in Lansing, MI

Edith A. (Althaus) Burgess, TC ‘33, BA ‘37,
Nov. 23, 2013, in Battle Creek, MI

2013, in Jamestown, NY

Mildred R. (Russell) Miller, BA ‘45, Dec. 10,
Michael A. Myckowiak, BS ‘46, Jan. 23, 2014,

Aug. 13, 2013, in Holland, MI

in Sturgis, MI

James R. Frisbie, BA ‘35, Oct. 1, 2013, in

Georgianne (Frasher) Harper, BS ‘47, Aug. 2,

Esther M. (Larsen) Frederickson, BS ‘38,

H.D. Bryan, BBA ‘48, Nov. 1, 2013, in Seattle, WA
Bonnie B. Flowers, BS ‘48, Nov. 21, 2013, in

MA ‘56, Jan. 16, 2014, in Holland, MI

Wilbur M. Husted, BS ‘38, Oct. 6, 2013, in

Grand Haven, MI

Claire L. (Chamberlin) Olds, BA ‘38, Jan. 1,
2014, in Hartford, MI

Bobetta M. (Cross) Todd, BS ‘38, Jan. 7, 2014,
in Wausau, WI

Carl E. Mosberg, BA ‘39, Nov. 7, 2013, in
Cadillac, MI

D.J. Slack, BS ‘39, July 20, 2013, in Traverse
City, MI

Evelyn E. (Teachout) Pierce, TC ‘40, BA ‘59,

Dec. 23, 2013, in Coldwater, MI

2013, in Palo, IA

Indian Rocks Beach, FL

Ruth I. Gadson, TC ‘48, Nov. 20, 2013, in Granger,
IN

Dorothy Heath, BS ‘48, Oct. 16, 2013, in Olympia,
WA

Robert L. Mulder, BA ‘48, Nov. 10, 2013, in
Dallas, OR

Joan E. (Elder) Scouller, BS ‘48, Sept. 26,
2013, in Tucson, AZ

John S. Weaver, BS ‘48, TC ‘50, Jan. 1, 2013, in
Brooklyn, MI

Vance V. Ferguson, BS ‘49, TC ‘50, Feb. 2, 2013,

Virginia (Gilmore) Bullard, BA ‘41, Sept. 22,

in Sodus, MI

Reva B. (Branch) Freeman, BS ‘42, Nov. 20,

Harold C. Henrickson, BA ‘49, MA ‘53, Sept.
28, 2013, in Grand Haven, MI

2013, in Fort Lauderdale, FL
2013, in Kalamazoo

Ruth G. Goodland, BS ‘42, Dec. 22, 2013, in

Traverse City, MI

Miriam E. (Thomson) Anderson, BS ‘43, Oct.
30, 2013, in Watervliet, MI

Virginia M. O’Brien, BS ‘44, Dec. 19, 2013, in

Grand Rapids, MI
30

Elaine S. (Sheltraw) Westveer, BS ‘44, Jan.

2013, in Battle Creek, MI

Cadillac, MI
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The Western Michigan University alumnus is one of the latest
judges seated to the U.S. District Court bench serving the
Eastern District of Michigan.

At the time of his confirmation, preceded by a lengthy and
what some might call stalled process, U.S. Sen. Debbie
Stabenow characterized Drain as a “respected jurist who has
dedicated his career to our community and to public service.”

in memoriAm

Johanna D. (Bolte) Hopkins, TC ‘34, BA ‘37,

Gershwin Drain knows
what it is to have a long-held,
ambitious dream come true
while waiting patiently for it—
not idly, but with resilience.

Years as a public sector attorney and decades as a judge in
lower courts led to Drain’s nomination by President Barack
Obama in November 2011. The Senate confirmed him in
August 2012.

Heather Ratliff,

Florence R. Vosburg, TC ‘26, BS ‘40, Oct. 11,

Bronco on the

certified behavior analyst for Residential Opportunities
Inc.’s Great Lakes Center for Autism Treatment and
Research in Portage, MI.

Victoria Blade, BA ‘10, made another

appearance on the television show “Chicago Fire,”
as Lisa Clark.

Goal achieved:

Hal K. Menzie, BS ‘49, Jan. 18, 2014, in
Kalamazoo

James S. Beadle, BS ‘50, Aug. 13, 2013, in
Cocoa, FL

Barbara A. (Kremble) Clysdale, BA ‘50, MA

‘73, Dec. 19, 2013, in Kalamazoo

Former Michigan Gov. James Blanchard, who had appointed
him to other judicial posts, said that Drain was “exactly the
type of person that needs to be in our independent and
important third branch of government… (We) need judges in
courts that people trust and respect.”
“This really is a goal achieved,” says Drain who first, though
unsuccessfully, sought a federal judgeship in the 1990s.
A deeply religious man, Drain says that, “much of my
success, I believe, comes from the Lord… There’s a striving
and a desire to do good.”
He says the federal bench was an opportunity to make the
next professional stride in a decades-long legal career.
In U.S. District Court in Detroit, Drain hears an array of
criminal and civil cases, including those dealing with drug
charges, the Americans with Disabilities Act, gun crimes,
immigration issues and patent, copyright and trademark law.
It was history and political science Drain studied at WMU
more than 40 years ago. He graduated with a bachelor’s
degree in 1970.

federal bench
Some of the most pivotal experiences of his life occurred
at the University, including meeting and marrying his wife,
Meredith, and getting some of his first inklings of a desire to
pursue a law career.
The Detroiter came to the University on a football
scholarship.
“Those were good times. I always tell people that I took
my first airplane ride when I was on the team, either to
California or Texas.
“One of the things that sports does is help you develop
discipline, the discipline of being on time, studying and
learning the plays and working cooperatively with your fellow
players. That helped me not only in high school, but also in
college,” he says.

Drain

After WMU, he earned a law degree from the University of
Michigan and worked in federal court as a public defender a
few years out of law school.
His tenure as a public defender ended with his appointment
as a judge to Detroit’s 36th District Court in the mid-1980s,
followed by stints as a judge in recorder’s court and then in
Michigan’s Third Judicial Circuit Court, presiding over criminal
and then civil cases.
“I’ve had 10- to 12-year cycles in my career,” he says.
Aside from appointments, his former tenures on the bench
were gained by the ballot box. Now, as a lifetime appointee,
campaigning is a thing of the past, which is not an exercise
he misses.
“Judicial races are not issue-oriented races. So it’s purely a
name thing. The real contest becomes who’s got the most
money to spend to get their name out there,” he says.
“Unfortunately, that’s the way a lot of elections go.”
But getting his seat on the federal bench wasn’t an easy
elevation. Opinion pieces Drain wrote in newspapers caused
some senators to question the nomination.
A 1985 letter to the editor about the death penalty in the
Detroit News, written before he was a judge, and a Michigan
Chronicle column referencing the National Rifle Association’s
influence in Washington, D.C., raised questions.
As a Chronicle columnist for years, Drain says his columns
were about civic engagement. Among the dozens of these
editorials were pieces about his volunteer work in prison
ministry, the importance of mentorship and legal policy.

“It was another way for me to connect with the community,”
he says. “People could get to know you a little bit through the
column.”
As a judge, Drain says he sets aside personal feelings, following
the law he is sworn to uphold.
“You learn early that you’ve got to follow the law. If you let your
personal opinions come into play, you may do something that’s
contrary to the law,” he says.
Believing “it was in God’s hands,” Drain says he relied on his
faith for patience, waiting nine months for confirmation.
And at his swearing-in ceremony, he referenced a passage from
the Bible’s 75th Psalm: “For promotion and power come from
nowhere on earth, but only from God.”
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in memoriAm
D.D. Deline, BS ‘50, Sept. 30, 2013, in Midland,

Richard A. Zulch, MA ‘56, Nov. 5, 2013, in

Dana J. Lewis, BS ‘64, Nov. 28, 2013, in

Sarah E. Vogel, MA ‘72, Oct. 10, 2013, in Three

Okey B. Johnson, BS ‘50, Nov. 2, 2013, in

Nashville, TN

Hilda I. Coleson, BS ‘57, MA ‘60, Nov. 18, 2013,

in Mears, MI

Max R. Monette, BS ‘64, Jan. 25, 2014, in
Holton, MI

Gail K. Hamm, BA ‘73, Oct. 24, 2013, in East

Hampton, CT

Jarvis L. Kay, TC ‘50, Nov. 18, 2013, in Kalamazoo
Stanley C. McKenzie, BS ‘50, Sept. 25, 2013, in

Arnold N. Magnuson, BA ‘57, Nov. 1, 2013, in

Joanne M. (Boertman) Torresen, BS ‘64,

Ima J. (Bayle) Hartman, TC ‘59, BS ‘73, Nov. 26,

Gordon E. Moerdyk, BBA ‘57, Oct. 5, 2013, in

8, 2013, in Cedar Park, TX

Alice J. Hullhorst, MA ‘73, EdD ‘84, July 25, 2013,

Ray N. Renbarger, BA ‘50, Jan. 8, 2014, in

Crossville, TN

Lillian G. (Ackerman) Brown, MLS ‘65, Oct.

in Toledo, OH

Ruth L. (Macauley) Olson, BS ‘57, MA ‘79,

David A. Kremer, BS ‘73, Nov. 1, 2013, in

Gilbert N. Somers, BS ‘50, Dec. 31, 2013, in

Nov. 28, 2013, in Caledonia, MI

David E. Callighan, BS ‘65, Nov. 29, 2013, in

Robert L. Soderman, BS ‘57, MA ‘59, Nov. 26,

Thomas E. Proctor, BBA ‘65, Dec. 28, 2013, in

Terry J. Schmaltz, BS ‘73, June 15, 2013, in Black

Jack A. Egberts, BBA ‘58, Oct. 16, 2013, in

Ruth G. (Schmiedeknecht) Bean, BS ‘66,

Howard W. Wood, EdS ‘73, EdD ‘74, March 6,

James D. Hoffman, BA ‘58, Oct. 13, 2013, in
Grand Rapids, MI

Fred T. Bigelow, BBA ‘66, Oct. 27, 2013, in

Detroit, MI

Candice L. Campbell, BA ‘74, Jan. 5, 2014, in

Phillip L. Jones, BBA ‘58, Nov. 5, 2013, in Hot

Connie L. (Housler) Francis, BA ‘66, Jan. 1,

Elizabeth A. (Cooper) Montojo, BS ‘74, Dec. 1,

Allan D. Suter, MA ‘58, Dec. 26, 2013, in Green

Joseph G. Obey, BA ‘66, Sept. 13, 2013, in

Valoria I. (Jeffries) Mosley, BS ‘74, Nov. 1,

Kenneth W. Ward, MA ‘58, Nov. 2, 2013, in

Dan Pring, BBA ‘66, MBA ‘67, Sept. 21, 2013, in

Richard C. Odom, BS ‘74, Oct. 16, 2013, in Dayton,

Lucille C. Corwin, BA ‘59, MA ‘65, Jan. 18,

David W. Badger, BS ‘67, Jan. 22, 2014, in

Charles E. McCants, MA ‘75, Nov. 3, 2013, in

MI

Battle Creek, MI

Westminster, SC

Fountain Hills, AZ

Richard G. Wilkie, BS ‘50, Nov. 2, 2013, in Sun

City, AZ

Anthony E. Woods, BA ‘50, Nov. 2, 2013, in

Dearborn, MI

Delores (Snyder) Bosse, BS ‘51, Oct. 14, 2013,

in Jacksonville, FL

Geraldine (Randall) Boyd, BA ‘51, Sept. 18,
2013, in Enfield, CT

Donald R. Constant, BS ‘51, MA ‘56, Oct. 4,
2013, in Traverse City, MI

Charles R. England, BS ‘51, Oct. 12, 2013, in
Matthews, NC

Dorothy A. Hecock, BS ‘51, Oct. 1, 2013, in
Kalamazoo

Clawson, MI

Estero, FL

2013, in Jupiter, FL
Kalamazoo

Springs, AR
Valley, AZ

White Pigeon, MI

Oct. 25, 2013, in Muskegon, MI

Warsaw, IN

Anderson, IN

Dec. 1, 2013, in Muskegon, MI

2014, in Grand Rapids, MI
Auburn, CA

Spring Lake, MI

2014, in Michigan City, IN

Farmington Hills, MI

Margaret B. Dukes, BA ‘59, Jan. 19, 2014, in

Henry A. Haynes, BS ‘67, Jan. 8, 2014, in Three

James M. Wallace, BS ‘51, Jan. 6, 2014, in Fort

Ann Arbor, MI

Oaks, MI

John W. Dzyacky, BS ‘59, Jan. 29, 2014, in

Warwick, RI

Larry E. Rhude, BS ‘67, Dec. 7, 2013, in Edmund,

N. Scotty Wilson, BS ’51, MA ’55, July 17, 2013,
Rita J. Ziegler, BA ‘51, MA ‘52, Dec. 17, 2013, in

City, IN

Valparaiso, IN

Madeline E. Warner, BA ‘59, MLS ‘66, Jan. 12,

Myers, FL

in Kalamazoo

Saint Maries, ID

Gerald A. Hale, BS ‘52, Oct. 28, 2013, in Summit,
NJ

James H. Pierson, BS ‘52, MA ‘60, Oct. 20,

2013, in Manistee, MI

John E. Rodgers, BBA ‘52, Sept. 29, 2013, in
Niles, MI

Donald R. Seagren, BA ‘52, Dec. 9, 2013, in
Cuyahoga Falls, OH

Bernard S. Kaltz, BBA ‘59, Jan. 26, 2014, in Gas

2013, in Pensacola, FL
Irvine, CA

2013, in Denver, CO

2013, in Lansing, MI

OH

Lansing, MI

Rose Wechter, MA ‘75, Oct. 16, 2013, in

Kalamazoo

Stephen R. Bladowski, BBA ‘76, Dec. 24, 2013,

OK

in Eagle, MI

Louis R. Abbett, BS ‘68, Dec. 9, 2013, in

Keitha B. Dase, BA ‘76, MA ‘79, Dec. 11, 2013, in

Donald R. Henrickson, MBA ‘68, Sept. 22,

Stephen French, BS ‘76, Nov. 30, 2013, in South

St. Joseph, MI

Hart, MI

Paw, MI

Norene A. (Werden) Buchner, BA ‘60, MLS
‘67, Jan. 6, 2014, in Pleasant Prairie, WI

David W. Allard, BBA ‘69, Oct. 6, 2013, in

David Tydgat, MA ‘76, Dec. 3, 2013, in South

Robert N. Harris, BA ‘61, Sept. 9, 2013, in

Donna L. Gorski, BA ‘69, MA ‘70, Dec. 10, 2013,

William H. Deetz, BS ‘77, Nov. 21, 2013, in Duluth,

Jack D. Brainard, MA ‘62, Oct. 24, 2013, in

Helen M. Moser, MA ‘69, Nov. 1, 2013, in St.

Mabel V. Johnson, BS ‘77, Jan. 23, 2014, in

John E. McLenithan, BBA ‘62, Dec. 5, 2013, in

Paul M. Olson, BA ‘70, Oct. 1, 2013, in Payson,

John C. Wettlaufer, BBA ‘62, Dec. 9, 2013, in

Carol J. (Decker) Plantier, BA ‘70, Dec. 18,
2013, in Vicksburg, MI

Grand Rapids, MI

George O. Clark, BS ‘63, MA ‘71, Oct. 26, 2013,

Thomas A. Ploeg, BA ‘70, Dec. 6, 2013, in

Mary J. Lyons, BA ‘78, July 27, 2013, in
Lawrenceville, GA

Stevensville, MI

Chesterfield, VA

Carolyn A. (McLaughlin) Rose, BBA ‘53, Dec.

Naperville, IL

Roland G. Stanley, BS ‘53, MA ‘57, Oct. 29,

in Burlington, MI

Jack N. Fennell, BBA ‘54, Oct. 30, 2013, in St.

Hawk, CO

Thelma M. Hook, BS ‘68, Nov. 30, 2013, in

Rapid River, MI

2013, in Lansing, MI

Kalamazoo

2013, in De Pere, WI

Jeni C. Estill, BM ‘53, Nov. 14, 2013, in Jersey
21, 2013, in Indianapolis, IN

2013, in Benton Harbor, MI

2014, in Kalamazoo

Bristol, IN

City, NJ

Rivers, MI

Glenn Arter, MA ‘60, Dec. 4, 2013, in

Rudy Thies, BA ‘52, MA ‘57, Jan. 4, 2014, in

Pella, IA

David L. Kellar, BS ‘63, Oct. 27, 2013, in
Northville, MI

in Roselle, IL

Joseph, MI
AZ

Atlanta, GA

Joseph Soudek, BS ‘70, Nov. 23, 2013, in Paw

Burl J. Ghastin, BS ‘76, Jan. 25, 2014, in Paw
Bend, IN
MN

Kalamazoo, MI

Elizabeth J. (Rogers) Wallace, BS ‘77, Dec. 12,

2013, in St. Johns, MI

Jeffrey P. Johnson, BSE ‘78, April 25, 2013, in

Zelda J. (Hannum) Spoors, MA ‘78, Dec. 29,

Paw, MI

2013, in Lakeland, FL

Lyons, MI

Mishawaka, IN

Duff W. Marley, BBA ‘71, Dec. 16, 2013, in

Johnny H. Theodore, BS ‘78, MA ‘82, Dec. 31,

Robert O. LaDuke, BS ‘63, MA ‘64, Jan. 21,

Plainwell, MI

Janet K. Fuller, MA ‘80, Dec. 21, 2013, in

David T. Spayde, BS ‘55, MA ‘62, Nov. 15, 2013,

2014, in Kalamazoo

Avis M. McConney, BA ‘71, Oct. 27, 2013, in

Allan W. Rufe, MA ‘63, Nov. 23, 2013, in Lansing,

Joseph, MI

David F. Locey, BBA ‘80, Oct. 2, 2013, in Sturgis,

Mary J. (Cox) Starnes, BS ‘55, Nov. 30, 2013, in

MI

Donald K. Wilson, BS ‘71, Jan. 1, 2014, in St.

MI

Marian Williams, BS ‘63, MA ‘68, Sept. 29,

in Flint, MI

Craig A. Welch, BBA ‘80, Jan. 2, 2014, in Houston,

Grover L. Dotson, BS ‘56, Oct. 24, 2013, in Battle

2013, in Athens, MI

Stephen L. Armstrong, BS ‘72, Dec. 2, 2013,

Sandra M. (Anderson) Drosz, BA ‘64, Dec. 21,

2013, in Auburn Hills, MI

Kathleen J. Carpenter, BA ‘72, Feb. 10, 2013,

in Burkesville, KY

Myron B. Pennock, BSE ‘81, Dec. 14, 2013, in

Valdis F. Kleinbergs, BA ‘64, MA ‘65, Jan. 20,

Kenneth L. Lauer, MLS ‘72, Dec. 27, 2013, in
Fort Wayne, IN

Sherry L. (Taylor) Hancik, MA ‘82, Jan. 15,

2014, in Bethlehem, PA

R. Keith LaGore, BBA ‘64, Dec. 31, 2013, in

David P. Rohr, BS ‘72, Nov. 21, 2013, in Battle

Marjorie A. Springgate, MBA ‘82, Oct. 31, 2013,

Dec. 20, 2013, in Richland, MI
in Petoskey, MI

Grosse Pointe Woods, MI
Creek, MI

Marilyn J. (Reasner) Lewis, TC ‘56, Jan. 17,
2014, in Chelsea, MI

Louise M. Kistler, BA ‘63, Nov. 8, 2013, in

Detroit, MI

Haven, MI

Jane B. (Adams) Griessel, BA ‘54, MA ‘73,

Joseph, MI

2014, in Kalamazoo
Fishers, IN
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Creek, MI

2013, in Grand Rapids, MI

Kalamazoo

TX

Battle Creek, MI

in Kalamazoo

David J. DeCourval, BS ‘85, Jan. 23, 2014, in

Bad Axe, MI

Carole L. Wright, BS ‘85, Oct. 13, 2013, in
Kalamazoo

Michael Yasick, BS ‘85, March 2013, in
Downingtown, PA

Olympic appearance

Timothy C. Nixon, BS ‘86, Jan. 4, 2014, in
Hastings, MI

Craig A. Heuvelman, MA ‘87, Dec. 20, 2013, in

Zeeland, MI

Raymond E. Cross, BS ‘90, Oct. 10, 2013, in
Bellevue, MI

Scott D. Shrake, BBA ‘90, Dec. 28, 2013, in

Clarkston, MI

Helen T. (Burress) Brent, MPA ‘92, Oct. 22,

2013, in Grand Rapids, MI

Susan L. (Reen) Kellogg, BS ‘92, Jan. 10, 2014,
in Coldwater, MI

WMU alumna Katie Eberling traveled
to the Olympic Winter Games as an
alternate for the U.S. Olympic
Bobsled Team in Sochi, Russia.
As an alternate for the U.S.
bobsled team, Eberling and

Donald A. Rupp, MA ‘92, March 18, 2013, in Oak

Park, MI

other replacement athletes

Carol D. Warmbier, MA ‘93, Nov. 11, 2013, in

Three Oaks, MI

traveled and trained with

Charles S. Daudert, BSE ‘95, Nov. 25, 2013, in

the team leading up to and

Julie D. (Henderson) MacArthur, BS ‘95, MA

during the Olympics.

Monica M. Smith, BA ‘95, MPA ‘98, Feb. 7, 2013,

An accomplished athlete, Eberling

Richard C. Brill, MA ‘97, Dec. 15, 2013, in Paw

was the 2013 U.S. Bobsled Skeleton

Shawn M. Potts, BA ‘97, Nov. 26, 2013, in Gobles,

Federation Women’s Bobsled Athlete of

Kalamazoo

‘03, Jan. 11, 2014, in Kalamazoo
in Romulus, MI
Paw, MI
MI

Daniel M. Havlin, BS ‘98, June 29, 2013, in
Petoskey, MI

Roxanne L. (Goodrich) Resmer, BA ‘99, Jan. 7,

2014, in South Haven, MI

Antonina M. Morcelle, BS ‘01, Aug. 10, 2013, in

Buffalo, NY

Linda L. Marutz, MA ‘04, Oct. 18, 2013, in Eau

Claire, MI

Elliott K. Brooks, BA ‘12, Oct. 7, 2013, in Oakland,

the Year, the 2011 U.S. National Push champion
and a two-time bobsled World Championship
medalist.
While at WMU, she was a standout Bronco
volleyball player.

MI

David V. Gumbleton, BS ‘12, Oct. 8, 2013, in
Kalamazoo

Chris Boes, BA ‘13, March 5, 2014, in North

Muskegon, MI

Faculty
Beverly R. “Penny” David, professor emerita of

theatre, Nov. 19, 2013, in Allegan, MI

Lonnie E. Duncan, associate professor of
counselor education and counseling psychology, Dec.
31, 2013, in Kalamazoo
George O. Egland, associate professor emeritus of
speech pathology, Oct. 3, 2013, in Kalamazoo
Anthony Ellis, associate professor of English, Jan.

7, 2014, in Worcester, MA

James A. Howell, professor emeritus of chemistry,
Nov. 16, 2013, in Kalamazoo

John E. Martell Jr., retired associate dean of the
Lee Honors College, Nov. 12, 2013, in Kalamazoo

Alumni Olympians
Bobsled athlete Katie Eberling isn’t the only Bronco alum to
have gone to the Olympic games. Others include:
•	William Porter, 1948 Summer Olympics gold medalist in
the 110-meter hurdles
•	Ira Murchison, 1956 Summer Olympics gold medalist on
the 4x100-meter relay team
•	Dr. Judi Brown, 1984 Summer Olympics silver medalist in
the 400-meter hurdles
•	Phil McMullen, alternate on the 2004 Summer Olympics
decathlon team

Alumni Olympians
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At first glance, these may

appear to be abstract paintings.
But they are photos taken by
satellites and made into art
pieces by the imaging specialists
at WMU’s Upjohn Center for the
Study of Geographical Change.
The photos are from the U.S.
Geological Survey.
At top left is the Turpan Depression,
a mix of salt lakes and sand
dunes at the foot of China’s Bogda
Mountains. At top right, greens
and blues accentuate the textures
of the Sierra de Velasco Mountains
in northern Argentina. At bottom
left are cloud formations captured
over the western Aleutian Islands.
The bottom right image is of the
tongue of the Malaspina Glacier,
the largest glacier in Alaska.
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